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Dear Commissioner Kos,

Dr. -Niclas G h MdB ..
r. Jan-Niclas Gesenhues Dear Commissioner Roswall,

Bundestagsfraktion Biindnis 90/Die Griinen
Umweltpolitischer Sprecher
Leiter AG Umwelt, Klimaschutz, Naturschutz [ am writing to you as a Member of the German Bundestag.

‘m(i nukleare S}iICherheit ot My concern is shared by several parliamentary colleagues
Parlamentarischer Staatssekretdr (BMUV) a.D. working on development, European and environmental
Biiro im Deutschen Bundestag policy.
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tion for its commitment to nature conservation. In particu-
lar, the designation of the Vjosa Wild River National Park
was widely celebrated across Europe as a landmark
Wahlkreisbiiro achievement for biodiversity protection. It is therefore all
Bahnhofstrafie 9 the more concerning that ongoing developments within the
48262 Emsdetten Vjosa-Narta Protected Area threaten to undermine this im-
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Mail: jan-niclas.gesenhues.wk@bundestag.de  POrtant achievement. According to numerous reports, the
construction of Vlora International Airport and adjacent
luxury resorts poses significant risks to the ecological in-
tegrity of this unique wetland ecosystem, which provides
habitat for around 200 bird species and serves as a crucial
stopover site for migratory birds along the Adriatic Flyway.

From our perspective, the continued implementation of
these projects raises serious concerns regarding compli-
ance with international conservation commitments and
with the environmental standards that candidate countries
are expected to meet as part of the European Union acces-
sion process. The Vjosa-Narta area is widely recognised as
one of the most important coastal wetlands in the region
and would be expected to receive robust protection under
the principles underpinning the EU Birds and Habitats Di-
rectives. International bodies, including the Standing Com-
mittee of the Bern Convention, have repeatedly expressed
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concern and called for construction activities to be sus-
pended until the environmental impacts have been fully
assessed and addressed.

We fully acknowledge Albania’s legitimate aspirations for
economic development, modern infrastructure and a thriv-
ing tourism sector. However, sustainable prosperity can
only be achieved if the country’s exceptional natural herit-
age is preserved. The Vjosa River and its delta possess the
potential to become a flagship European example of na-
ture-positive development and sustainable tourism.

Against this background, we respectfully urge the Euro-
pean Commission to closely monitor developments in the
Vjosa-Narta Protected Area and to use the instruments
available within the EU accession framework to ensure that
environmental obligations and biodiversity protection
commitments are fully respected. In particular, we ask the
Commission to engage with the Albanian authorities re-
garding the planned and ongoing construction works asso-
ciated with Vlora Airport and adjacent resort develop-
ments and to advocate for the suspension of these projects
until the effective protection of the Vjosa-Narta Lagoon can
be guaranteed.

The European Union has rightly placed biodiversity pro-
tection at the heart of the European Green Deal and its
broader environmental agenda. Maintaining the credibility
of these commitments requires that environmental con-
cerns are addressed consistently, including throughout the
enlargement process.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. We would wel-
come the opportunity for further exchange and stand ready
to discuss these concerns in greater detail.

Yours sincerely,
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Dr. Jan-Niclas Gesenhues, MdB



Seite 3

%
"

Ayse Asar Lisa Badum Harald Ebner
- / % o
. 29 e
e g ctent~ ) om B [ )
Katrin Goering-Eckardt Dr. Anton Hofreiter Julian Joswig
Cllog/ A
Chantal Kopf Steffi Lemke Boris Mijatovié

ngk 75 ﬂa St~

Claudia Roth Julia Schneider



